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Fellow Lions,  

My, how time flies!  The month of March is here with 

four more months left to the Lion’s fiscal year!   

During the month of February, I made several club 

visits that I would like to tell you about and highlight 

some of our district activities.  

I started off the month on Monday, February 6, 2023 

inducting a new member of the Long View Lions 

club. Her name is Lion Terri Hall and the district ex-

tends a warm welcome to her! 

   

In addition, I would like to congratulate the Canton club for inducting 

three new members!  I wish to welcome Lions Brad Wilks, Laney 

Wilks, and Sharon Free to our district.  

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, we lost another great Lion last month.  Lion Jimmy Bowers 

of the Lincolnton Lions club passed away on January 30
th
 and I attended 

his funeral on Monday, February 6, 2023.  In September of 1955, Lion 

Jimmy joined the Lincolnton Lions Club. Over the years, Lion Jimmy held 

all major offices at the local level and a few at the state level. The Lin-

colnton club awarded him "Lion of the Year" three times. He was also 

awarded the James Stickley Fellow at the state level and the Melvin 

Jones Fellow at the international level. Lion Jimmy will be missed.  
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The district would also like to remember Lion Pat Roland of the Swannanoa Val-

ley Lions club who passed away on Monday, January 30, 2023.  Lion Pat served 

as District Governor of 31-A from 2004-2005.  

  

 

 

 

The NCLI Board and Council of Governors meeting was held in Greensboro, NC Friday, February 

10-12
th
, 2023.  The following are important parts of the district update that I presented to the board 

and council.  

• I have done several new member installations during the past three months, but our losses due 

to the passing away of several wonderful Lions continues to cause us to lose whatever gain we 

make as a district with new members.  But I make no excuses. At our NCLI meeting in November, I 

took to heart what a young man attending college presented to us regarding membership. (I be-

lieve it was President Skippy and Judy’s nephew).  He basically said that to attract new younger 

members, social media is the way to go. This coming Monday, the 13
th
, I will be in Franklin, NC 

meeting with our technology and communications chair Tony Angel putting together a membership 

drive using some of the pr/marketing tools we successfully applied to our day of service on Sep-

tember 24
th
 of last year. 

• The president of my Lincolnton Lions club is talking with a youth group associated with their 

school as to the possibility of starting a Leo club which I understand they are very excited about 

the possibility of putting a club together. 

• As of the end of this month, I have approximately 15 more clubs to visit out of our 48 active 

clubs by the end of the Lions Fiscal year.  I have to say that this is the best part of the job. My dis-

trict clubs have just been so welcoming and so eager to tell me about their fundraising and service 

projects which I make a point of highlighting in our district newsletter each month. 

Our District Secretary Tammy Thomas is already putting out information to the clubs that she finds 
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regarding the new LCI reporting platform using Salesforce so that our district clubs are well pre-
pared when the transition occurs. 

Our district continues to support the McCune Center in Black Mountain, NC. I make every effort 

to make sure all of our district clubs continue to be aware of the fact that we are the only 

district in the country that supports such a project. A large percentage of the residents are 

sight impaired, and several are former Lions. We are preparing a “Spring Fling” event for 

the residents in April during which we will serve them lunch and perhaps have some games 

and a fun raffle.   

Our district “Dimes for Diabetes” project headed up by our diabetes chair Paulette Gasperson 

continues to move along quite nicely with many of our clubs participating.  

Our District 31L clubs certainly made the holidays brighter for their community VIP’s and fami-

lies in need. Lions’ clubs in our district donated toys and much needed clothes, coats, etc., 

hosted Christmas parties and meals, donated to local ministries, assisted the Salvation Ar-

my with donations and the list of service projects goes on and on.   

 

Franklin Lions Club Visit, February 13, 2023 

 

My thanks to the Franklin club for their hospitality and a great meal!  Their club service activities 

include four ongoing scholarships in place every year.  Each scholarship is of a four year duration, 

and are in different stages at this time.  Club members award a four-year scholarship every year in 

the amount of $1000.00 per year to a Macon County high school graduate! 

To date, the Franklin club has sent 740 pairs of glasses, 89 sunglasses, 8 clip-ons, 6 cell phones 

and 6 hearing aids to Camp Dogwood. 

Club members approve and continue to pay for individual eye exams and glasses and requests for 

hearing aids are also honored.  

Christmas Children/Dime Board is where the Franklin club raises money to take 20 to 25 children 

shopping for necessities they need such as clothing, coats, shoes, etc.  Club members spend a 

specific amount for these necessities and then spend a certain amount per child on toys and fill 

large Christmas bags with toys that are appropriate for each child. During the Christmas holidays, 
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club members shopped for 26 children referred to them from Macon County Program for Progress. 

Fundraisers include broom sales at the October Pumpkin festival, a Poker Run and raffle held in 

June, and a spaghetti dinner for the community. 

Six times a year, the Franklin club puts out American flags at 82 local business locations for $25.00 

per location, a great combination service/fundraising idea! 

I want to mention that Lion Tony Angel is a Franklin club member, and I can’t thank him enough for 

his continued service in putting together, updating and monitoring our district website, the design 

and publication of our district directory, our fall convention booklet and the NC state convention 

booklet.  He will also be assisting me with my membership project launching April 1, 2023 men-

tioned above in my NCLI board meeting notes.  

Erwin District Lions Club Visit, Thursday, 

February 16, 2023  

I learned an important fact about the Erwin 

District Lions club during my visit.  Back 

years ago, the club donated $100,000 to the 

Buncombe County Association for the Blind.  

To this day, on an annual basis, the interest 

drawn from that invested donation is used for 

the Erwin District Lions club scholarship pro-

gram.  

The club is very involved in their community.  

Club members are hoping to start school district vision screenings in the near future and are pres-

ently conferring with school officials. During the holiday season, their community VIP’s received $75 

gift cards and with bell in hand, club members raised $600 for the Salvation Army.  

The Erwin District Lions Club sponsor a resident’s room at the McCune center by providing necessi-

ties such as bedding, furniture, etc. and they donate to the VIP Fishing Tournament, the Leicester 

Community Center, Cedar Hill Baptist, Pine Ridge Reservation in their service to veterans, and fam-

ilies in need at West Buncombe Elementary School.   
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The clubs fundraisers include a plant sale before Mother’s Day, 

yard sales every 4
th
 Saturday on the premises of their clubhouse, 

concessions at the Madison County Fair, and a car show held the 

first Saturday in June during which the club members serve barbe-

que with all the fixings.  

 

 

 

Mills River Lions Club Visit, Friday, February 17, 2023 

I enjoyed a tasty breakfast on my morning visit to the Mills River Lions Club and I thank the club for 

their warm welcome.  

Club members continue to work with Etowah Lions Club to vision screen schools in Henderson and 

Haywood counties with over 10,000 students screened year to date. 

The club has applied to the Hendersonville Lions Foundation to provide another spot vision camera 

to help screenings go faster at schools.  

Mills River Lions Club donates gift baskets and gift cards to Mills River Elementary School for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. Club members have glasses ready for NCLI for recycling.  

Club members are working with Mills River Park to Put ADA approved 

equipment and signs in the town park and in addition, the club is applying 

for a grant to put a KidSight vision trailer in their area and zone.  

Mills River Lions Club is replacing the flagpole and flag in honor of the late 

Lion Gene Wyatt at Mills River Community Center.  

Club members attend the VIP fishing tournament and help provide food 

and support for the tournament. 

Club members serve on committees for district and state such as WNC 

board (treasurer and 1st VP), NCLI committee chairs of Budget and Fi-

nance, investments, and MSU/KSU vision screening. Club members that  
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sit on the WNC Board of Directors are active in volunteering at McCune Center such as providing 

support in adopting a resident. 

Fundraising for the club includes the Fiber fair parking and the money raised is used in support of 

their community. Club members also sell brooms at convenient stores in Mills River and Horse-

shoe.  

District 31L Cabinet Meeting, Saturday February 18, 2022 

Gastonia Evening Lions Club 100
th
 Anniversary Celebration 

Prior to our meeting, the Gastonia Evening Lions Club held their 100
th
 anniversary celebration.  

Club president Steve Ritchie gave a warm welcome to all attendees and PDG Michael Schwartz 

detailed the rich history of the club. Past Gastonia Evening Lions Club members have included 

both local and state officials as well as recognized community members participating in their ser-

vice and fundraising activities.  I was honored to introduce the guest speaker PID Gwen White who 

awarded both Lion Steve and PDG Lion Mike with International President’s Certificates of Appreci-

ation.  

My congratulations also go to PDG Lion Neal Alexander of the Lincolnton Lions Club who received 

an International President’s Certificate of Appreciation for his service on a state and district level in 

addition to the service efforts that he and his wife Shirley provide to the Lincoln County community.  
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Our district held a suc-

cessful cabinet meet-

ing at Camp Dogwood 

with close to fifty Lions 

in attendance from 

across the district, and 

I extend a heartfelt 

thank you to the Lions 

from our mountain 

communities who 

made the trip.  

Some of the highlights included PID Gwen White installing two new members, Lion Brenda Harri-

son of the Gastonia Evening Lions Club and Lion Sydney Shepherd of the Sherrills Ford Lions 

Club. Our District 31L extends a warm welcome to both of these new Lion members. 

PDG Curtis Erickson accepted the Lions Club of the Month Award on behalf of his club members. I 

congratulate the Mills River Lions Club for their continual service to their communities including out-

standing vision screening projects and leadership on both 

state and district levels.  
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Our NC State Convention is just around the 

corner, April 28-29, 2023.  Please consider 

placing a club ad in their convention booklet 

and attending the event.  A registration form 

is included in this newsletter along with the 

ad submission form.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherrills Ford Lions Club Visit, Thursday, February 23, 2023 

The Sherrills Ford Lions Club has 

their own clubhouse and also own 

an additional building on the prop-

erty. They also plan to sell brooms 

at the local Walmart, farmers mar-

ket and Cross Country 

campground.   

During my visit Lion Peggy Car-

penter was recognized with a 

Chevron for her twenty years as a 

Lion. Lion Tammy Thomas was 

recognized for recruiting five new 

members with a Membership Ad-
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vancement Key.  

Lion Eileen Artavia asked the club for a vote to pursue the possibility of starting a biker Lions club.  

She has several adults interested in putting such a club together.  

Club members also voted to put together a nice wine and snack basket for the NC Lions state con-

vention.  

The club is busy raising money within their zone to put hairdryers in each bathroom in the buildings 

at Camp Dogwood. They have a very impressive list of service projects and try to come up with a 

new one each month.  Club members collect food, clothing and personal items for a local Christian 

pantry which has served over six hundred families to-date, Lakewood nursing home and Rosenwald 

School for troubled teens. School supplies have been collected for Catawba Elementary. During the 

holidays three families enjoyed a full Thanksgiving turkey dinner compliments of the club, and a lo-

cal family received gifts and food items to make their Christmas brighter.   

The Sherrills Ford Lions Club has sponsored baby showers for the local pregnancy crisis center and 

is busy putting together Easter treat bags for the full staff of Sherrills Ford Elementary school.  They 

are planning on another food drive when summer vacation starts in the local school system, know-

ing that children will be at home causing additional family food needs. Club members are also plan-

ning a Humane Society project in April to collect food and necessities for shelter animals.  

 District Leadership Hold Meeting to Focus on Membership, Sunday, February 26, 2023 

PDG Larry Gasperson and PCC Paulette Gasperson, PDG George Suggs, PDG Curtis Erickson, 

PCC Dave Butler and PCC Martha Butler, PDG Marti Henry, PDG Max Bumgardner, PDG Neil Alex-

ander, DG Elect Susan Fernandez, 1
st
 VDG Elect Dawson Hart, Lion Elizabeth Hart and I were all in 

attendance for a meeting focusing on district membership.  

We unanimously agreed that we must do something to try to eliminate the loss of clubs and to hold 

on to members (volunteers). Retention is key.  The following topics were discussed to develop a 

plan of action in addition to the membership drive via Facebook and Google which will launch April 

1, 2023 and is outlined in my district update at the beginning of this article.   

* Orientation in zones, not just one location, at least once a year 

* Have PDGs assigned to the governor to be a helpful source of advisement and support to talk over 
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district issues and decisions, and remind them they are representing the district at council meetings. 

* Start a marketing team to work on membership (volunteers) 

* Have a PDG to assist the Zone chairs; one from each Zone 

* Use the term (Volunteers) instead of Members  

* For our Fall convention, look at going back to games for kids and grandkids during our Friday Fun 

Night.  

* Sending out Invitation to the fall convention to personally invite all District Lions to convention 

* Agreed for all PDGs to start meeting quarterly to mark and discuss progress on membership initia-

tives 

Weaverville Lions Club Visit, Monday, February 27, 2023 

It was my honor to induct two new mem-

bers of the Weaverville Lions Club during 

my visit. District 31L extends a warm wel-

come to Lions Bill and Bonnie Heidinger.   

The Weaverville Lions Club serves their 

community in so many ways.  Club mem-

bers give the manager of their local In-

gles Food Store $200 on a monthly basis.  

The manager of the store will then pur-

chase Ingle’s gift cards and distribute 

them to individuals and families in need.  

The club sponsors a McCune Center res-

ident, VIP’s to Camp Dogwood and VIP’s 

to the fishing tournament,   

They donate both food and money to the 

Barnardsville Food Pantry and the Ashe-

ville Buncombe Community Christian 
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Ministry. Club members pro-

vide a total of $2000 in 

scholarships to senior stu-

dents of North Buncombe 

High School.  Weaverville 

Lions Club lends their sup-

port to the Buncombe Coun-

ty Association for the Blind 

and one of their members, 

Ramona Fox acts as Vice 

President of the association. 

They have a wonderful 

Christmas luncheon every 

year for VIPs in their com-

munity in partnership with 

the association.  

The Weaverville Lions Club provide free eye exams and glasses for those in need and are very 

involved in vision screenings for their community. They provided the funds for a pair of esight 

glasses for a sight impaired individual who would not have been able to afford them on their own. 

Club members are participating in the “Dimes for Diabetes” district project. The Weaverville Lions 

Club is presently working on a project which will involve building a handicap ramp for a couple in 

the community.  Their local Lowes will donate the materials for the ramp, a retired contractor has 

offered to assist with the build and Leapfrog Landscaping will beautify the area.   

Club members support Camp Dogwood when supplies are requested from district clubs.  

The club’s major fundraiser is a car show every year and pecan and peanut sales.   

For Next Month 

My club visits for the month of March include Sand Hill, Gastonia Evening, Burnsville, West Hicko-

ry, Shelby, Claremont and Black Mountain.  
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Lion Susan Dailey, who always does an outstanding job with our NC State convention has asked for 

all zone chairs and committee chairs to make sure they share the ad form for the convention. Lion 

Susan is hoping to raise some more money to help towards expenses for this year and upcoming 

conventions. The state convention committee is getting a lot of $50 sponsorships from local busi-

nesses, in the form of business card ads.  If you know of anyone who might want to do this, please 

contact Lion Susan at lionsusied@gmail.com or call 704-439-6278.  

Perhaps you have noted the recent email about the daughter of one of the VIP Fishing tournaments 

board members who is also a Lion.  The young lady is in need of a cornea transplant for both eyes 

or she will go blind.  Fellow Lions, this is what we are all about….protecting the vision of others. 

Please contribute on a club level if you can to this cause.  Click on “Go Fund Me for Kelsey”  or you 

can send a check to Lion Wayne Faber, 1105 Maple Ave., Apex NC 37502. For those of you that do 

not know Lion Wayne, he presently serves as 2
nd

 VP on the Executive Committee for NCLI, Inc.   

Focusing on vision, I would like to share this Watauga County School District success story with you 

that came to my mailbox from Lion Doris 

White, president of the Newton Lions Club.  

A preschool child was screened by our Li-

ons and they found she had a retinal fold 

with a retinal hole in her left eye. She had 

previously passed the screening at BRP, 

but with the full vision screening that the 

Lions provided, they found this abnormality 

and the mom said she is very limited in that 

eye. She has been referred on to a pediat-

ric retina specialist at Duke.  

Shelly Klutz, lead school nurse thanked the 

Lions for all they have done for the students 

of Watauga County Schools.  

 

 

mailto:lionsusied@gmail.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-kelsey-get-the-eye-surgery-she-needs?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1&fbclid=IwAR194MdsAdV2eHCyD0sBCLmV0-88_q8MD7KFr1Gq9zn9NyD0T734EY42bco
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Our NC State Convention is just around the corner, April 28-29, 2023.  Please consider placing a 

club ad in their convention booklet and attending the event.  A registration form is included in this 

newsletter along with the ad submission form.  

DISTRICT GOVERNORS HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT EACH DISTRICT MUST DONATE FIVE (5) 

BASKETS FOR THE AUCTION AT THE NC STATE CONVENTION.  IF YOUR CLUB CAN AS-

SIST WITH PUTTING TOGETHER A BASKET, PLEASE LET ME KNOW VIA EMAIL.  

Spring maintenance days / eyeglass sorting at Camp Dogwood are March 30-April 3, 2023.  The 

application which is in this newsletter must be returned by March 10, 2023.  

 

WELCOME MARCH! 
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Fellow Lions, 

We are so excited about our upcoming 99th North Carolina Lions State Convention. Immediate Past Interna-
tional President Douglas Alexander will be our guest speaker for the weekend. 

 Friday Fun Night will be a masquerade party event with a very different kind of entertainment! A live auc-
tion will be held on Saturday morning following breakfast. If your club or zone would like to donate a basket, 
we would greatly appreciate it. The proceeds from the auction will be split between LCIF and Brighter Vi-
sions. We will also have a 50/50 raffle to benefit the VIP Fishing Tournament, as they prepare to celebrate 
their 40th anniversary. 

 Lunch will be provided for registered convention attendees on Saturday, as well as a grab and go breakfast 
on Sunday.  We have generous sponsors who are making this possible! 

 Our convention service projects will include the collection of children’s books for childhood cancer or Lions 
Love to Read and a Dimes for Diabetes event.  Please bring your dimes (or dollars) to help us reach our goal 
of $500. 

 Meals will be very affordable this year.  Friday night is $15, Saturday breakfast is $15 and the banquet meal 
is $30.   

 Your committee has worked hard to make this a fun, affordable and wonderful learning experience for our 
Lions.  We hope to see you all on April 28-30 at the Greensboro High Point Marriott Airport. 

  

Join in the celebration of our 99th Convention! We can’t wait to see you. 

  

Yours in service, 

2023 NC Lions State Convention Team 
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Continued on next page 
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Rutherford College 

Lions Club 

DATE: MARCH 25, 2023 

TIME: 7:00 am–5:00 pm 

WHERE: SHADY GROVE 

UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
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It's time to start visiting clubs again so I'll be contacting you soon. Two weeks ago 
I finished my 2nd VDG class at Camp Dogwood. I learned a lot that will help in my 
being 1st VDG and look forward to that class in December.  

I'm excited for Susan Fernandez as our incoming District Governor. With that be-
ing said, as it was last year I'm asking all clubs in the District to donate $20.00 per 
club to help with the high cost of paying for the hospitality room at DGE Susan's 
convention. As I'll be the one planning the convention anyone wishing to help can 
email me. Please send the check to Long View Lions Club, P.O. Box 1375, Icard, NC 
28666. Make check out to the Long View Lions Club as we are in charge of the 
hospitality room this year.  

Many of you know that for the past year I've had the honor to be the President of 
the Board for the McCune Community in Black Mountain, NC. As of July 1st I will 
be resigning that position. With all the new duties I have in the District it will be 
impossible for me to both positions. Curtis Erickson will be taking over as Presi-
dent of the board. I will still be a board member though. I'd like to thank Curtis, 
Fred, Max. and George for all the help over the past year.  

April 15th at the McCune Community we are going to be giving residents and staff 
a Spring Fling at the center. Anyone wishing to help please email me soon.  

Long View Lions Club on April 1st will be having the chili cookoff if you wish to en-
ter please contact me. Let' remember all our fellow Lions in the district who are 
ill. 
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Membership is a common topic, and almost no one is listening.  We started the year with and 
as of January we have 773 members.  How can we grow our membership?  We need your 
help. Every club should be working on gaining and retaining members.  If you are please con-
tact me to let me know what you are doing to be so successful.  

Earlier we held a meeting, and 7 clubs were represented, thank you for attending.  Yet all the 
ideas we came up with which is also some of the things LCI talks about we heard “Same old 
thing, Nothing New” This person’s club is under 8 members.  Obviously just ask is not work-
ing for some of us.  Well, help us help you.   

When I asked question or for ideas …..crickets….  We mentioned inviting people to be a non-
member volunteer and add them on your email list so you can notify them when there is a 
service project or a fundraiser they may want to volunteer for.  This at least will get you some 
volunteers to assist in the project.  Maybe in the future a potential member.  We must start 
somewhere.   

We asked everyone to remember why you joined lions.  Don’t forget to share what your ahh 
ha moment is. Share this with your potential members.   

Our lives are very busy, and we need to figure out how to make our meetings fun and in-
viting, not boring.  I posted in an earlier newsletter to do a themed meeting.  I have a list of 
100 themes, have you tried this?  I hear a lot of mumbling about membership, yet I don’t 
hear what you’re doing about it.  I have offered to come and sit down with your club and dis-
cuss ideas and plan to implement them.  No takers.   

Regardless of your club size if you are not growing you are dying.   

Membership  

From the Global Membership Team (GMT) Chair 
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These numbers reflect as of January 28, 2023 from LCI 

Where does your club stand? 

Yours in Lionism, 

AliceFaye Peugh GMT 

Club Change in 
Membership 

  Club Change in 
Membership 

Andrews -1   Ashville Greater 0 

Balls Creek 0   Black Mountain 0 

Black Mountain McCune 0   Brevard -2 

Brevard Davidson River -1   Burnsville 0 

Candler +2   Canton -5 

Chase -1   Claremont 0 

Clay County +1   Clyde -4 

Conover -1   East Gastonia -4 

Edneyville Community 0   Erwin District -1 

Etowah +1   Franklin +1 

Gastonia Evening +1   Granite Falls 0 

Hendersonville -2   Hot Springs +1 

Hudson 0   Lake Lure -1 

Lincolnton -1   Long View +1 

Marion -2   Mars Hill 0 

Mills River -1   Mount Holly 0 

Mountain Home 0   Newton 0 

Pisgah Forest 0   Rutherford College -4 

Rutherfordton -2   Saint Stephens +1 

Sand Hill -3   Shelby -1 

Sherrills Ford 0   Spruce Pine +1 

Swannanoa Valley 0   Sylva Cullowhee -1 

Valdese +1   Valley Springs -2 

Waynesville -2   Weaverville -2 

West Hickory VIP +2       

On this chart below who have lost members, stayed the same and gained members.   
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Vision Screening Newsletter District 31-L 

PDG Curtis Erickson 

Hello, District 31L Clubs! This is communication about 
Vision Screening in our District.  So, what’s the latest? 
--- and what does it mean to you? 

The emphasis now is to expand NC Lion’s KidSight 
screening program, by increasing the number of clubs 
that become involved in screening “kids”, with the 
availability of the new KidSight Unit (our new, 
equipped SUV) being the catalyst that makes it possi-
ble. There is a $150 charge a day for this unit, but 
WNC Lions will reimburse the $150. Just send be a 
copy of paid invoice from NCLI and I will reimburse 
the club. 

Curtis Erickson 

445 bass Lake Dr 

Pisgah Forest NC 28768 

Gorden Gilomen of Canton Lions is handling the oper-
ation of vision car and you can reach him at 309 696 
4561. 

Mills River and Etowah clubs have succeeded in gain-
ing access to Haywood and Hendersonville counties 
public elementary schools to screen their kids. Those 
clubs are to be congratulated, because it’s quite a 
challenge to convince public schools that we can en-
hance what they provide!  

Screening “kids” doesn’t necessarily mean conducting 
screenings in public schools. (Nor does it necessarily 
mean screening kids of elementary school age out-

side public schools.) Instead, our priority is to in-
crease screening of kids from 6 months old through 
age 6 (pre-school).  

So how do we open doors to organizations/venues 
that provide services to the younger kids? I’m glad 
you asked! We do it by contacting day care center 
directors, Head Start directors, Pre-K directors, Early 
Head Start directors, non-profits that support such 
organizations (e.g. Partnership for Children), organi-
zations that conduct events like KidFest, Veterans’ 
Stand-Downs, etc. We provide program literature and 
attempt to meet with them to offer our FREE ser-
vices, to supplement what they already provide.  

Quite a few clubs already have their own photore-
fractive screening devices, PlusOptix or SPOT, and the 
necessary certified screeners or volunteers (from 
their club and nearby clubs) to move forward with 
screenings without further assistance.  

Other clubs that don’t have the screening devices 
and/or the screeners or other volunteers need only 
to contact us to discuss how to move forward. We 
will assess your circumstances and work together to 
develop a plan.  

  Gorden and I have been doing screenings around 
the district and want to do more. It’s easy to learn 
and you will get great satisfaction of serving your 
community. Year to date we have screened 9608 chil-
dren and have 1331 referrals at 14% rate. This a great 
club project and we will come to your clubs to do 
training and get your club started. 

 

                       KidSite Screeners and Trainers 
PDG Curtis Erickson      Lion Gorden Gilomen   Lion Wayne Houser 

C-828 489 9552            G-   309 696 4561       W-704 418 9357 
Swede883@yahoo.com  ggilomen@gmail.com   wanye.houser46@gmail.com  

mailto:Swede883@yahoo.com
mailto:ggilomen@gmail.com
mailto:wanye.houser46@gmail.com
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ETOWAH Lions Club Pancake Breakfast (February 4, 2023) 
The Etowah Lions Club held a pancake breakfast at their Club on February 4, and the proceeds are going to 
the Etowah Elementary Backpack Program.  Thank you to all the Lions, volunteers, those that made dona-
tions, those that bought tickets and to Ingles for donating some of the food items.  Three baskets and nu-
merous gift card were raffled.  It was a great turnout and the profits were $1,328.50. presented to Etowah 
Elementary School. 
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Help Kelsey Get the 
Eye Surgery She 
Needs! 
 
We have a fellow NC Lion family in 
need. Michelle Wright is of the Manteo Li-
ons club, a member of the VIP Fishing 

Tournament Board and a Lion volunteer of Camp Dogwood. She is the mother of an 
incredible young lady, Kelsey Wright.  
 
Kelsey lights up the room wherever she goes. She is very involved in her community 
and has taken life in strides. She has overcome daily obstacles that arise from her 
ADD and Autism. After graduating from high school, it took awhile for her to find the 
right for her place in the workforce, but she persevered and found the right fit for her. 
She loves the family-owned business and they love having her work there.  
 
Kelsey has faced struggles with her vision and was diagnosed with Keratoconus after 
high school. The progressive disease is worsening and without cornea transplants, 
Kelsey will go blind.  
 
Kelsey was given the surgery dates of March 22th and April 19

th
 just a couple of 

weeks ago and was surprised to learn that she must pay the procedure costs 10 busi-
ness days before her surgery or the surgery will be canceled.  
 
The family needs to raise $20,000 in this short period of time.  
 

Visit the family’s Go Fund Me Page below or directly contact 
the Manteo Lions Club: 
 
Fundraiser by Michelle Wright : Help Kelsey Get the Eye Surgery She Needs! (gofundme.com)    

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-kelsey-get-the-eye-surgery-she-needs
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Register for LCICon 2023 

Get inspired by Lion leaders, celebrate service and enjoy every-

thing that Boston has to offer. We can’t wait to see you! 

  Register for LCICon   

 

International Convention comes stateside 

As we continue our mission to serve the community and make a positive impact, we would like to suggest 

four areas for service projects that we believe would make a significant difference in our District.  

  

These projects focus on:  

1. Diabetes: Diabetes is a growing concern in our community. 

2. Hunger: Our communities have a significant number of families and individuals who struggle with hunger. 

3. Vision: Poor vision can greatly impact a person's quality of life. 

4. Environment: Our environment is important for our health and well-being. 

  

Building on the first item on the list - Diabetes, attached are some LCI Diabetes Project Ideas.  We hope these 

ideas will inspire you to take action and make a difference in your community. 

Please help by: 
1. Completing at least one diabetes project during this Lions year. 

2. Making sure your club has a Club Service Chairperson. 

Using the service activity reporting through MyLCI/MyLion. 

  
Lion Fred Huscher 
GST Coordinator 

Service Project Ideas 

https://lcicon.lionsclubs.org/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=CON_EN_ALLLionsLeosPromo7_1030307000&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=8384E4790089FA75FD2DB738E9CF2083&elq=870966ac524e4eb3b57dcc76bdab24c6&elqaid=28227&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=3770
https://lcicon.lionsclubs.org/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=CON_EN_ALLLionsLeosPromo7_1030307000&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=8384E4790089FA75FD2DB738E9CF2083&elq=870966ac524e4eb3b57dcc76bdab24c6&elqaid=28227&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=3770
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Membership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you aren’t having fun, then you’re doing it wrong,” 
says Lion Melissa Murphy of the Sandwell Lions in Eng-
land. 

We do things like dances, movie nights, craft nights and 
game nights. It’s been a game-changer! 
 
Service will always be the main focus of Lions, but since 
our inception in 1917, being a Lion has always involved 
having a good time too. What better way to keep peo-
ple coming back to serve than to make sure serving is 
fun? 
Here are five ways to inject some good humor and good 
times into your club activities. 

1. Get to know your members. When you know your 
members well, you know what makes them laugh. 
Delmont Lions in Pennsylvania include a little get-to
-know-you during their meetings. The club presi-
dent picks a member at random and puts them in 
the interview seat, asking them about their inter-
ests, hobbies and experiences. “It’s actually a lot of 
fun hearing members talk about themselves, espe-
cially the older folks,” says Delmont Lion Lisa Gis-
mondi. 

2. Be willing to change things up. It’s good to make 
some changes when something isn’t working for 
your club. Maryah Tucker of the Bay Area Special 
Olympics Lions Club says, “We got tired of having a 
board meeting and then the following week a gen-
eral meeting with the same 14 people. So now we 
only have one meeting, and instead of what would 
have been our general meeting, we have an activity 
or event with the special needs community. We do 
things like dances, movie nights, craft nights and 
game nights. It’s been a game-changer!” 

3. Make new traditions. Sure—pancake breakfasts are 
great, but doing something new and unique with 
your club can be a great way to mix it up. On Hal-
loween, Sandwell Lions have a tradition of going out 
for curry after dressing up and volunteering at the 
local spooky trail. And there’s definitely something 
fun about a bunch of witches and warlocks gather-
ing for a post-scare meal. Murphy says that they 
were even asked to pose for photos with other res-
taurant-goers this year. 

4. Challenge one another. Push yourselves with spirit-
ed contests and set goals with fun rewards. Charles 
Carter of the Dawsonville Lions Club in Georgia 
walked away with a pint of strawberries after he 
told a great joke at one meeting. His club has been 
running a joke contest to get the laughs going. “We 
draw three names out of a hat and ask them to tell 
a joke. The best joke wins a prize, donated by a 
member and placed in a paper bag. One meeting a 
Lion won two tickets and VIP parking for an NFL 
game.” 

5. Encourage silliness. Whether it’s goofy costumes at 
a fundraiser or theme nights for club meetings, look 
for ways to show that Lions take their work serious-
ly, but they never take themselves too seriously. 
Lions Mike Eisenberg and James Knight dressed up 
as Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dum at the 2022 28-U 
District Convention in Utah and wandered the 
crowd, calling fellow Lions’ cell phones to see 
whose would ring—then taking the opportunity to 
fine them for having their phone on. “They also had 
bags full of funny prizes and many very bad jokes,” 
says Lion Richard Stevenson. But their antics 
worked, and the crowd was engaged and having a 
blast. One feisty crowd member even swiped Twee-
dle Dee’s own cell phone and auctioned it off, forc-
ing him to pay US$40 to get it back. 
However you decide to add a little spark to your 
Lion events, remember that you can do a whole lot 
of good while having a whole lot of good times. 

Lion magazine is still mailed and can be 

found online at lionsclubs.org 



30 

Volume 2 Issue 9 
Editor: Deborah Hicks, PDG 
Submit stories to: liondebbie@etowahlions.com 
Subject:   Newsletter and month 
Deadline to submit for next issue is the 20th of each month 
 

Date: 03.01.2023 
District ID: 124571   

It is time for your Nominations Committee to get to work.  Get your meetings and formulate 

next years officers.  The sooner you get this done the better.  Don’t forget the incoming Dis-

trict Governor is looking for this information for her directory.  You know the ole saying gar-

bage in garbage out.  So if you don’t update your club information and officers for the new 

year then you get dropped from the loop.  It is the responsibility of the outgoing secretary to 

ensure all area’s are updated and ready for the incoming officers.  It is not the responsibility 

of the incoming District Governor and her secretary to chase you down.  It really is as simple 

as updating MyLCI.  You put in your incoming officers for the new year and change any of the 

club information that needs to be updated.  Simple as one two three.  So please lets see if we 

can do this in record time this year so we don’t stress out our Lion doing the directory.  Even 

with computers things don’t happen immediately.  It does take time to compile all the infor-

mation and ensure it is accurate.  Thanks and happy rest of the Lions year!   

PDG Debbie Hicks 
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NORTH CAROLINA LIONS, INC. 
CAMP DOGWOOD 

7062 Camp Dogwood Drive Sherrills Ford NC 
SPRING MAINTENANCE DAYS/Eye Glass Sorting  

March 30th-April 3rd    
PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN MARCH 10,2023  

 
NAME ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME (spouse/roommate) ______________________________________________________ 
 
DAYTIME PHONE NO. _______________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 
 
LIONS CLUB ____________________________________________DISTRICT__________ 
 
ARRIVAL DATE _____________________________________________________________ 
 
DEPARTURE DATE __________________________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OF PERSONS STAYING OVERNIGHT________________________________ 
 
Day Attendee Only____________________________ 

Space is limited.  Roommates are suggested… 
List task you feel you are able to assist with. You will be contacted if we have questions. Examples: painting, mulching, washing 
fence, pressure washing concrete walks, sand and refinish /repair rockers, minor electrical, wash windows. Eye Glass Sorting, 
minor housekeeping, and kitchen.  

NUMBER EATING MEALS: 

 

Please, remember that camp staff will be preparing food to accommodate the number of people signing up for each meal.  If you 
find that you will not be at camp for a certain meal, please notify Tammy so that meal preparation can be adjusted. 

Return to Tammy Thomas at Tammy@nclionsinc.org 

  3/30/23 3/31/23 4/1/23 4/2/23 4/3/23 

Breakfast xx         

Lunch xx       Xx 

Dinner         Xx 

mailto:Tammy@nclionsinc.org
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Lions collect and recycle the following for eyeglasses. 

All plastic frame glasses 

All metal frame glasses 

All combination metal and plastic frames 

All broken frames- these are recycled for scrap 

All cleaning cloths—this is New 

 

Please throw away 

 
Individual loose lenses 

Cases 
 

Lions also collect and recycle 

Hearing aids 

Cell phones – no cases, plugs or chargers 

 

** We no longer accept Ink Cartridges** 

 

If you have any questions please call or email Tammy at 828-478-2135 ext 229 or tammy@nclionsinc.org 

mailto:tammy@nclionsinc.org
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Our St Stephens and Newton Lions Clubs came together to serve at Ridgeview Library in Hick-
ory for a vision screening event. Several screenings were completed thru their teamwork and 
desire to serve others. Well done Newton and St Stephens Lions!!  
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PDG Michael Covell—Hendersonville Club -June 8 2022 
Margaret Dalton- Hendersonville Club—June 7 2022 

PDG Larry Colford—Maggie Valley May 31, 2022  
Donald Kirkpatrick–Granite Falls May 17, 2022 

George Perkins—Etowah Lions Club May 11,  2022 
Ivey Wayburn Jones—Valdese LC March 27, 2022 

Charles E Sane  - Chase LC May 28, 2022 
Phyllis B Stoll  - Canton LC July 27, 2022 

Gene Wyatt—Mills River LC September 2, 2022 
Lee Roy Huffman  - Valdese LC September 7, 2022 

PDG Paul Vaughan—November 3, 2022 
PDG Guy Penland—Asheville LC November 22, 2022 

Charles Peeler—St. Stephens LC  10/30/2022 
Scott Kuba—Brevard LC 11/11/2022 

William Mann—Clyde LC 11/07/2022 
Reggie Hayes—East Gastonia LC 10/25/2022 

James Collis—Shelby LC 11/03/2022 
Frank Rick Thompson RPH—Lincolnton LC 12/16/2022 

PDG Joseph Silvers—Pisgah Forest LC 01/22/2023 
Stine Isenhower—Conover LC 12/31/2022 

PDG Pat Roland—Swannanoa LC 01/30/2023 
Gerri Byrd—Marion LC 01/16/2023 

Jimmy Bowers—Lincolnton LC 01/30/2023 
Frances Grudier—Hudson LC 08/26/2022 
Clark Kessel—Lake Lure LC 02/07/2023 
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Please send in your members for this current year that we have lost so we can keep this current.  Thank you!  

From May 2022— April 2023 
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2021-2022 by the numbers ending totals of LIONS in our State 
L-806    I– 910    O-1075    N-977     S—904 

Active Clubs D31L - 49 Club(s) found - Statistics Updated 02/28/2023  
District 31L—Membership 771  02/28/2023 

Www.nclions31l.org user id and password did not change from last year so if you still have it use it.  Directory is posted.  If you 

have any corrections please send them to Lion Tony Angel.  Thanks.  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new Lions 

July 2022 
Marilyn Richardson, PDG—Transfer to Etowah Lions Club  

 
August 2022 

John Kimbrough—Clay County LC 
 

September 2022 
Kathleen Logsdon—Etowah Lions Club  

John Torvinan—Rutherfordton Lions Club 
Kathy G. Hale—Andrews Lions Club 

Kevin G. Dougherty—Hot Springs Lions Club 
Tori Watson—Spruce Pine Lions Club 

Cassandra Leathem—Spruce Pine Lions Club 
Patrick Leathem—Spruce Pine Lions Club 

Oran Jonas—Valdese Lions Club  
Geri Hamilton—Hendersonville Lions Club  

Beverly Willoughby—Hendersonville Lions Club  
Judith Jacumin—St. Stephens Lions Club  
Marilyn Martin—St. Stephens Lions Club  

David Allback—Candler Lions Club  

 
 

October 2022 
April George—Sherrills Ford Lions Club 

Angela McClanahan—Sherrills Ford Lions Club  
Joshua Thomas—Sherrills Ford Lions Club  

Joshua Robinson—Valdese Lions Club 
Kimberly Robinson—Valdese Lions Club 

Trudie Chisolm—West Hickory VIP Lions Club  
William Robinson—Candler Lions Club 

 
November 2022 

Heather Edgar—Black Mountain Lions Club  
Katie Anders—Erwin District Lions Club  

Robert Smith—Rutherfordton Lions Club 
Scott Harrison—Andrews Lions Club  

 
January 2023 

Brenda Harris—Gastonia Evening Lions Club  
Terry B Hall—Long View Lions Club  

 
February 2023 

Brad Wilks—Caton Lions Club  
Laney Wilks—Canton Lions Club  
Sharon Free—Canton Lions Club 

Charles Bonsworth, Jr—Hendersonville Lions Club  
Julie Hoyle—Lake Lure Lions Club  

Sydney Shephard—Shrrills Ford Lions Club 
Frederick Linebarger—West Hickory VIP Lions Club 
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Quick Reference  
Acronyms for our Lions 

 

The points contest and Service Reporting 
Keep up with it, saves a lot of heartache at the 

end of the year. 
 

The annual points contest is a way to let the Governor know what the 
clubs have accomplished throughout the year.  This is an excel form 
that is found on the district website.  It is easy to fill out and if you keep 
it up monthly not so daunting.  If you are one of those who say, “:Aww I 
will wait until May 1st to do it” you may be in for a big surprise.  “Why 
wait to do tomorrow what you can do today”?  So a lot of clubs are do-
ing things and secretaries need to get this and the reporting done online 
on MyLion so the Governor can do his job.  Take a little time this month 
to catch up and you will not be so overwhelmed as the fastly approach-
ing end of year arrives.  Lions year that is.  This is month 6.  The Gover-
nor will need this form this year so he can calculate the for the awards.   

www.nclions31l.org This is the District Website.  

www.lionsclubs.org This is International’s Website 

www.nclionsinc.org  This is your State Website 

You can find the information you seek at these  

websites.   

District Governor Marilyn Wunderler  Quick Reference Page 

District Cabinet Officers 2022-23                                                            Contact 

DG Marilyn Wunderler  704-214-2267    mewunderler@gmail.com 

1st VDG Susan Fernandez 786-449-6174   sl29470@bellsouth.net 

2nd VDG Dawson Hart 828-302-6957  dawsonhart313@gmail.com 

Secretary Tammy Thomas 828-234-7659  liontammy2020@gmail.com 

Treasurer Elizabeth Hart 818-913-7901  elizabethlkhart@gmail.com 

DG   District Governor 

DGE District Governor Elect 

PDG Past District Governor  

IPDG Immediate Past District Governor  

1VDG First Vice District Governor 

2VDGE Second Vice District Governor Elect 

1VDGE First Vice District Governor Elect 

2VDG Second Vice District Governor 

PP Past President (Club or International) 

IPP Immediate Past President 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

If you cannot find or do not know something 

ask! You are not alone in this journey! 

The most current district directory can be found at www.nclions31l.org  you will need a user ID and Password to  access 


