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******Please read and save the very last page of this newsletter for important information to help you throughout the 

year.  It was heard that some didn’t even know about the point contest.  There is information on the district web page 

that all secretaries should be aware of.  Please take a moment to go and look to see what you may be missing out on for 

your club.  Thank you!  ****** 

Www.district31l.org 

Fellow Lions, 

 

July 2023 is here, and I am ready and very excited to begin as District Governor.  The next year will be a 

busy and productive one with my team who are in place. 

 

The Club visits will be split between the 1st and 2nd VDGs this year because I want the Clubs to know all of 

us.  In addition, I will do my best to attend Zone Meetings and will also be visiting some of the Clubs along 

with 1st VDG Dawson Hart and 2nd VDG Eileen Artavia. 

 

1st VDG Dawson Hart is working with the Committees for a successful and fun Fall Convention.  We encour-

age all Lions to attend at least a portion of the Convention.  Friday will be Family Fun Night and Saturday 

will be a day filled with numerous activities, meetings and will end with our Banquet.  Each Lion will receive 

a personal invitation.  More details to follow. 

 

Mark your calendars for July 22, 2023 

to attend the Installation of District Of-

ficers, Brighter Visions Kickoff and 

first District Cabinet Meeting of the 

Year.  It will start at noon at the Etowah 

Lions Club.  There will be a compli-

mentary lunch, so please let Lion Tam-

my Thomas know as soon as possible if 

you will be attending.  A separate flyer 

will be sent out soon. 
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR GOALS 2023-2024 

District Monetary Goals 

These are projects within the district supported by the District Governor’s team. In most cases these are long 

standing programs that are based on humanitarian and recognition matters. All members of the district are en-

couraged to support this fund so that the district can continue to support the efforts and recognize those that 

help. 

Clinical Eye Research:   $2.00 

VIP Fishing Food:         $4.00 

McCune Capital Improvement:  $2.00 

McCune Activities:    $4.00 

Convention Fund:   $3.00 

LCIF/Melvin Jones:    $2.00 

NC Ambassador:    $1.00 

William L Woolard:    $1.00 

Beacon of Hope:    $2.00 

Leader Dogs:     $1.00 

Per Person Goal:   $22.00     
              
Brighter Visions Goal  

$90 per member and $67,500 (based on 750 members) for the district.  
Please make check payable to NCLF direct.  
Programs will be scheduled by your Brighter Visions Chair. 

 

Memorials or Honorariums 

Camp Dogwood 

Memorials and Honorariums will be counted towards the Brighter Visions goal for the year over and above 

the goal per member. 

Send to: PO Box 39, Sherrills Ford, NC 28673 

 

Marjorie McCune Community 
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Located in Black Mountain, this is your district project. These do not count towards Brighter Visions. The 
donation form can be found on our website NCLions31L.org. 
 
Send to: 101 Lions Way, Black Mountain, NC 28711 
 
Membership Growth 

By the end of the 2023-2024 fiscal year, our district will achieve a positive membership growth (meet or ex-
ceed last year’s membership numbers). 

a. Our team will charter two (2) new clubs. 
b. Our clubs will induct 60 new members into existing clubs. 
c. Our district will not surpass 10 dropped members. 
 

Service Projects 

Each Club in District 31L will have at least one service for project for each of the five global causes: (1) En-
vironment; (2) Childhood Cancer; (3) Vision; (4) Hunger; and (5) Diabetes. 
 
 
Camp Dogwood Tickets 

3 5 ticket books + per member 
This is for maintaining the camp on Lake Norman that we own and operate. 

 

VIP Fishing Tournament 

Sponsor at least two VIPs 

 

In addition, the District 31L Points Contest will be continued this year. 

 

 

Let’s all work together and make this a banner year! 

 

Please note change 
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HUDSON LIONS CLUB VISIT THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2023 

The last club visit for my District Governor’s year was scheduled for the Hudson Lions Club.   

My thanks to Lion Rebecca Parsons, club Secretary, for an incredible dinner meal, club President 

Robert Parsons, and the entire Hudson club for their hospitality.  

 
The Hudson Lions Club’s entire focus for their volunteer activities is their community VIP’s and both 

families and individuals in need. Their successful fundraising proceeds from selling strawberries 

and peaches during the year go into their community.  Just recently, their fundraising efforts were 

featured in their local newspaper. They sell so much fruit that the club recently purchased a cargo 

trailer that will be used to assist with transport of the berries and peaches and storage for club 

meeting property. In addition, club members plan to allow residents in need to use the trailer for 

moving purposes.  

 
On Saturday, August 12, 2023, club members will sponsor their annual VIP picnic and on Saturday, 

December 9, 2023, the Hudson Lions club will sponsor their VIP Christmas party catered by a local 

barbeque restaurant.   

 
Both the Hudson Lions Club and the Granite Falls Lions Club are the only two remaining clubs of 

the Caldwell County Lions Association.  Both clubs have formed a partnership in serving the com-

munity including large donations to the 

Caldwell County Food Bank, funds for cat-

aract surgery, eye exams and glasses, 

Brighter Visions, children’s diabetes fund, 

and sponsoring VIP’s to Camp Dogwood 

and the outer banks fishing tournament.  

Within the last two years, the Hudson Li-

ons club has given out 70 VSP gift certifi-

cates for eye exams and glasses within 

their community.  
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50 YEARS OF SERVICE CELEBRATION 

 
When a Lion reaches 50 years of service to their district, club, and community, that Lion deserves a 

grand gesture of recognition. I wish to congratulate Lion Bill Wells of the Rutherfordton Lions club, 

recognized for his years of dedication. On Saturday, June 24, 2023, Lion Bill was honored by his 

club members and guests at a special surprise dinner celebration. Club members presented him 

with a beautiful plaque. Lion Bill’s family members were also present for this momentous event.  Li-

on Bill has held many club officer positions over the years and most notably demonstrates the vir-

tues of Lionism day in and day out.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Saint Stephens Lions Club al-

so had planned to honor one of 

their own club members this 

month.  Lion Everett Houston 

would be honored at a surprise 

dinner celebration for his 58 years 

of service to his club, district, and 

community.  Sadly, Lion Everette 

passed away before the event 

could take place. Club President, 

Ricky Killian plans to present the 

special plaque the club had made for Lion Everette to his family at a later date to be announced. 

Lion Everette will be missed.   
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 Our strawberry sales were great this 
year.  We sold strawberries for 9 days(4 
½  weeks on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s), on 
average about 3 hours each day and sold a 
total of 600 – 2 gallon flats of strawber-
ries.  Our sales are fast and furious.  Our 
customers usually start coming in before 
the truck arrives with the berries.  Some of 
our members were not able to help at our 
sales this year due to various issues.  Gran-
ite Falls Lions knew our situation.  There 
wasn’t a day that at least one of their mem-
bers was there to help us and for this we 
were extremely grateful. 

   Our local newspaper came out and inter-
viewed my husband, Wayne Parsons, who is 

our president of the Hudson Lions Club.  He and Lion Susan Long made the front page.  The title of the article 
was “Lions Club’s strawberry sale supports visually impaired”.  If you would like to read the complete article 
go to cdavis@newstopicnews.com.  In the search box type lions, scroll down 
and you will find the picture and the article. 

  Strawberries are one of three fund raisers we have each year.  Last year we 
started selling NC peaches, which was a success.  This year we are hopeful to 
begin peach sales the second week of July. 

 

Thank You, 

Lion Rebecca Parsons 

Hudson Lions Club fundraiser 

mailto:cdavis@newstopicnews.com
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 Hello Fellow Lions, 

As this Lions year is coming to a quick close, I would like to thank DG Marilyn for all that she 
has done. It has been a pleasure serving with her team under her leadership. I look forward to 
an exciting new year serving as 1st Vice District Governor under the leadership of DG Elect Su-
san. As your incoming 1stVDG I am working hard to plan the upcoming fall district convention 
to be held in November. Family fun night will hold true to its name this Lions year with music 
and interactive games for the whole family. November may seem far away but it will be here 
before we know it. It is my goal that each club submit an advertisement for the convention ad 
booklet, whether it be purchased by your club or solicited from a local business. Also, the $20 
per club deal greatly helps the organization and operation of the hospitality room. Please 
send in your $20.00 made payable to the Long View Lions Club, memo line: District Conven-
tion. Hospitality, to P.O. Box 1375, Icard, NC 28666. Thank you for all you do for your commu-
nities and for Lions.  

Blessings,  
Dawson Hart 2nd VDG 

You make our district sparkle and 
shine!  

 

Thank you to the Mount Holly Lions 
Club for your DG goal contributions 
since the last newsletter publication. 
Your contributions will assist the district 
in being able to continue these great pro-
grams and support of these well de-
served causes.  
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Hello Fellow Lions! 

What an honor to serve as your Second Vice District Governor! I am looking forward to start-

ing out the new year serving along with First Vice District Governor Dawson Hart and Dis-

trict Governor Susan Fernandez. What a great team to work with from the Cabinet, to the 

PDGs to everyday Lions in the trenches like you!  I believe, if we pull together, we can do an-

ything in this District!  

I am looking forward to a great District L Brighter Visions Kick-off, Cabinet Meeting, and 
Installation of Officers on July 22 at Etowah, Lions Club. They are always such gracious 

hosts at events! I hope that each and every club that can, will contribute to Brighter Visions in 
the coming year as it is Vital to the survival of many of the programs and services that we 
provide in each and every community in our wonderful District L! We have a big goal ahead 
of us, but with your cooperation, we can do it!  I look forward to continue to work with each 
and every one of you this Lions year! 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

DISTRICT 31L WISHES TO CONGRATULATE THE FOLLOWING LIONS AND CLUBS FOR BEING  

RECOGNIZED AT OUR DISTRICT CELEBRATION AND AWARDS CEREMONY  

SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2023 FOR THEIR SERVICE TO THEIR DISTRICT AND COMMUNITIES. 

  

AMBASSADOR AWARD 

Lion Johnny Berry – Rutherford College LC 

Lion Curtis Erickson – Mills River LC 

 
MELVIN JONES 

Lion Wayne Houser – Long View LC 

Lion Gordon Gilomen – Canton LC 

Lion Debbie Bell – Hendersonville LC - Progressive 

 
GLOBAL ACTION TEAM LEADERSHIP AWARD  

Lion Alice-Faye Peugh – Long View LC 

 
        BEACON OF HOPE      WILLIAM WOLLARD 

        Lion Mary Buckner – Valley Springs LC – Lighthouse Lion Dawson Hart – Long View LC – Founder 

        Lion Susan Fernandez – Etowah LC – Lamplighter   Lion Kathryn Nichols – Etowah LC – Supporter 

        Lion Elizabeth Hart- Long View LC – Lighthouse  Lion Clay Plemmons – Candler LC – Founder 

        Lion Tammy Thomas – Sherrills Ford LC – LH Keeper  Lion Fay Kobland – Lake Lure LC – Founder 

        Lion Ramona Fox – Weaverville LC – Lighthouse  Lion Doris White – Newton LC – Founder 

        Lion Pat Stevens – Lincolnton LC – Lighthouse  Lion Connie Sue Monday – Claremont LC-Founder  

        Lion William Morrissey – Asheville Greater LC – Lighthouse Lion Barbara El-Khouri – Andrews LC – Founder 

        Lion Eileen Artavia – Sherrills Ford LC – LH Keeper  Lion Deborah Hicks – Etowah LC – Knight  

        Lion Lora Brooks – Lincolnton LC – Lighthouse   Lion Joe Penland–Greater Asheville LC- Supporter 

        Lion Tamara Strickley – Valdese LC – Lighthouse 

        Lion Faye Poovey – Lincolnton LC – Lighthouse 

        Lion David Bolick – Long View LC – Steps to Service  

        Lion Paulette Gasperson – Pisgah Forest LC – Steps to Service  

        Lion Carolyn Furman – West Hickory VIP LC – Supporter  

 
        DISTRICT 31L POINTS CONTEST     DISTRICT NEWSLETTER AWARD 

        Hendersonville LC       Lion Deborah Hicks – Etowah LC   

 
        CLUB NEWSLETTER AWARD  

        Lion Michael Schwartz - Gastonia Evening LC    LIONS CLUB OF THE MONTH AWARD

  

         Andrews LC 

         Saint Stevens LC 

 
    INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

    Lion Deborah Hicks – Etowah LC   

    Lion Joe Penland – Greater Asheville LC   
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Your 2023 Executive Board Members  
Lion George Suggs, PDG installed the WNC Lions 
officers for the upcoming 2023-2024 Lions Year.  
 
Officers are as pictured ¨President and Assistant 
Treasurer: Lion Curtis Erickson, PDG;Treasurer: Lion 
Fred Huscher, Asst. Secretary: Lion Connie Sue Mon-
day; Secretary: Lion Tammy Thomas; 1st Vice Presi-
dent: DG Marilyn Wunderler; Not pictured - 2nd Vice 
President: Lion Max Bumgardner, PDG;3rd Vice Presi-
dent: 2nd VDGE Eileen Artavia; Past President 1st 
VDGE Dawson Hart.  

 

At large Board Members:  
Lion Kathy Nichols, Lion Larry Moore, Lion Bob 
Roland, Lion Laura Brooks, Lion Roz Cantania 
 

 
 

 
Members from District 31 L enjoying the meeting.  
If you are interested in learning more about the McCu-
ne Center or if you have a passion for serving and 
would like to be a part of the Western NC Board. Please 
contact one of the current Members.  
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 DIMES FOR DIABETES 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THE CLUBS THAT DONATED TO “DIMES FOR DIABETES”. 

OUT OF 49 CLUBS WE HAD 12 CLUBS THAT JOINED IN THE FUND RAISER TO HELP KIDS GO 

TO A DIABETIC CAMP, RAISING $2007.56. WE HAVE SENT THREE KIDS TO CAMP AND HAVE ENOUGH 

MONEY TO SEND KIDS NEXT YEAR. THE BEST WAY TO FIND KIDS WITH DIABETES IS GO TO  

THE SCHOOL AND CHECK WITH THE SCHOOL NURSES. 

ON NOVEMBER 18, AT METHODIST UNIVERSITY, 9a.m. TO 1 p.m. THEY WILL BE HAVING A  

DIABETES GAMES DAY. TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS AND THE CAMP GO TO 

SWEETKIDSWITHDIABETES.COM IF YOU KNOW OF ANY KIDS WITH DIABETES THAT  

WOULD LIKE TO GO TO THIS GAME DAY LET ME KNOW. 

I AM SO THANKFUL FOR ALL THE LIONS THAT HAS HELPED MAKE THIS A SUCCESS AND THE MORE 

THESE KIDS CAN LEARN ABOUT DIABETES THE MORE IT WILL HELP THEM DEAL WITH IT.  

WE WILL BE DOING THIS AGAIN NEXT YEAR, SO IF YOU WOULD LIKE FOR ME TO COME 

AND GIVE YOUR CLUB OR ZONE A PROGRAM, LET ME KNOW. I’M LEARNING MORE  

ABOUT THE CAMP. CAPE FEAR VALLEY KIDS WITH DIABETES IS A NON-PROFIT GROUP THAT WAS 

 FOUNDED IN 2008. THEIR GOAL IS TO HELP CHILDREN ACHIEVE OPTIMAL HEALTH THROUGH DIABETES 

 EDUCATION, RESOURES AND SUPPORT, I MET THE DOCTOR, BRUNIDA CORDERO, WHO IS THE MEDICAL 

DIRECTOR OF PEDIATRIC ENDOCINOLOGY, SHE WILL BE AT THE CAMP TAKING CARE OF ALL THE KIDS. 

THANKS AGAIN LIONS: 

LION PAULETTE GASPERSON PCC 

 DISTRICT CHAIR FOR DIABETES 

E-MAIL: lfgasperson@comporium.net 
HOME: 828-883-8596 

CELL: 828-384-0057    

mailto:lfgasperson@comporium.net
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May 2022 

Matthew Duncan—Edneyville Community LC 

June 2023 

James Boff—Granite Falls LC 

Jeannie O. Oliver—Hendersonville LC 

Brittany Guerrero—Sherrills Ford LC 

The road to success! 
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Bill Glenn—Valley Springs LC 05/02/2023 

Jerry Thomas—Sherrills Ford LC 05/18/2023 

Daisy Litman—West Hickory VIP LC 05/10/2023 

Tracy S Lanham– Lake Lure LC 06/10/2023 

Robert Carey—Burnsville LC 05/26/2023 

Stefan B. Stackhouse—Black Mountain LC 05/03/2023 

 

 

Please send in your members for this current year that we have lost so we can keep this current.  Thank you!  

From May 2023— April 2024 

May 2023—April  2024 



Quick Reference  

Acronyms for our Lions 

 

The points contest and Service Reporting 
Keep up with it, saves a lot of heartache at the 

end of the year. 
 

The annual points contest is a way to let the Governor know what the 

clubs have accomplished throughout the year.  This is an excel form 

that is found on the district website.  It is easy to fill out and if you keep 

it up monthly not so daunting.  If you are one of those who say, “:Aww I 

will wait until May 1st to do it” you may be in for a big surprise.  “Why 

wait to do tomorrow what you can do today”?  So a lot of clubs are do-

ing things and secretaries need to get this and the reporting done online 

on MyLion so the Governor can do his job.  Take a little time this month 

to catch up and you will not be so overwhelmed as the fastly approach-

ing end of year arrives.  Lions year that is.  This is month 6.  The Gover-

nor will need this form this year so he can calculate the for the awards.   

www.nclions31l.org This is the District Website.  
www.lionsclubs.org This is International’s Website 

www.nclionsinc.org  This is your State Website 
You can find the information you seek at these  

websites.   

Quick Reference Page 
District Cabinet Officers 2023-24                                Contact 

DG Susan Fernandez 786-449-6174   sl29470@bellsouth.net 

1stVDG Dawson Hart 828-302-6957  dawsonhart313@gmail.com 

2nd VDG Eileen Artavia 828-308-8137   eileen.artavia@outlook.com 

Secretary Tammy Thomas 828-234-7659  liontammy2020@gmail.com 

Treasurer Kathryn Nichols 252-495-2808   perkynick7@gmail.com 

DG   District Governor 

DGE District Governor Elect 

PDG Past District Governor  

IPDG Immediate Past District Governor  

1VDG First Vice District Governor 

2VDGE Second Vice District Governor Elect 

1VDGE First Vice District Governor Elect 

2VDG Second Vice District Governor 

PP Past President (Club or International) 

IPP Immediate Past President 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

If you cannot find or do not know something 

ask! You are not alone in this journey! 

The most current district directory can be found at www.nclions31l.org  you will need a user ID and Password to  access 
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